
SDG 17: 

PARTNERHIPS 



End extreme poverty. Fight inequality and injustice. Fix climate 

change. Whoa. The Global Goals are important, world-changing objec-

tives that will require cooperation among governments, international 

organizations and world leaders. It seems impossible that the average 

person can make an impact. Should you just give up? 

No! Change starts with you! 

On 1 January 2016, the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development — adopted by world 

leaders in September 2015 at an historic UN Summit — officially 

came into force.  

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E


 

Goal 17: Facts and figures 

• Official development assistance stood at $135.2 billion in 2014, the 

highest level ever recorded; 

• 79 per cent of imports from developing countries enter developed 

countries duty-free; 

• The debt burden on developing countries remains stable at about 

3 per cent of export revenue; 

• The number of Internet users in Africa almost doubled in the past 

four years; 

• 30 per cent of the world’s youth are digital natives, active online 

for at least five years, and 

• But more four billion people do not use the Internet, and 90 per 

cent of them are from the developing world. 



GOAL 17: Targets 

Finance 

• Strengthen domestic resource mobilization, including through in-

ternational support to developing countries, to improve domestic 

capacity for tax and other revenue collection 



GOAL 17: Targets 

• Developed countries to implement fully their official development 

assistance commitments, including the commitment by many de-

veloped countries to achieve the target of 0.7 per cent of ODA/GNI 

to developing countries and 0.15 to 0.20 per cent of ODA/GNI to 

least developed countries ODA providers are encouraged to consid-

er setting a target to provide at least 0.20 per cent of ODA/GNI to 

least developed countries 

• Mobilize additional financial resources for developing countries 

from multiple sources 

• Assist developing countries in attaining long-term debt sustaina-

bility through coordinated policies aimed at fostering debt financ-

ing, debt relief and debt restructuring, as appropriate, and ad-

dress the external debt of highly indebted poor countries to reduce 

debt distress 

• Adopt and implement investment promotion regimes for least de-

veloped countries 

Technology 

• Enhance North-South, South-South and triangular regional and 

international cooperation on and access to science, technology and 

innovation and enhance knowledge sharing on mutually agreed 

terms, including through improved coordination among existing 

mechanisms, in particular at the United Nations level, and 

through a global technology facilitation mechanism; 

• Promote the development, transfer, dissemination and diffusion of 

environmentally sound technologies to developing countries on 

favourable terms, including on concessional and preferential 

terms, as mutually agreed; 

• Fully operationalize the technology bank and science, technology 

and innovation capacity-building mechanism for least developed 

countries by 2017 and enhance the use of enabling technology, in 

particular information and communications technology. 





Support for implementing the SDGs has been steady but fragile, with 

major and persistent challenges. Financial resources remain scarce, 

trade tensions have been increasing, and crucial data are still lacking. 

The COVID-19 pandemic is now threatening past achievements, with 

trade, foreign direct investment and remittances all projected to de-

cline. The pandemic also appears to be accelerating existing trends of 

global value chain decoupling.   

Total official development assistance dedicated to statistical capacity-

building activities, 2014–2016 and 2015–2017 (millions of current dollars) 

In 2019, most countries reported that they were carrying out a nation-

al statistical plan (141 countries, up from 129 in 2018). However, 

many also said that they lacked sufficient funding for full implemen-

tation. Only 25 per cent of plans were fully funded in sub-Saharan 

Africa (9 out of 36 countries), compared with 95 per cent (36 out of 38 

countries) in Europe and Northern America. From 2016 to 2017, ODA 

for data and statistics rose by 11 per cent, from $623 million to $690 

million, but this was only 0.34 per cent of total ODA. International 

funding for data and statistics is about half the level it needs to be. 

Over the past three years, countries in sub-Saharan Africa benefited 

most, receiving $885 million, a significant increase in funding. Con-

tinued and increased technical and financial support is needed to en-

sure that countries in developing regions are better equipped to moni-

tor progress of their national development agendas. 



GOAL 17: Targets 

Capacity building 

• Enhance international support for implementing effective and tar-

geted capacity-building in developing countries to support nation-

al plans to implement all the sustainable development goals, in-

cluding through North-South, South-South and triangular cooper-

ation.  

Trade 

• Promote a universal, rules-based, open, non-discriminatory and 

equitable multilateral trading system under the World Trade Or-

ganization, including through the conclusion of negotiations under 

its Doha Development Agenda; 

• Significantly increase the exports of developing countries, in par-

ticular with a view to doubling the least developed countries’ 

share of global exports by 2020; 

• Realize timely implementation of duty-free and quota-free market 

access on a lasting basis for all least developed countries, con-

sistent with World Trade Organization decisions, including by en-

suring that preferential rules of origin applicable to imports from 

least developed countries are transparent and simple, and contrib-

ute to facilitating market access. 



 

 



GOAL 17: Targets 

Systemic issues 

Policy and institutional coherence 

• Enhance global macroeconomic stability, including through policy; 

coordination and policy coherence; 

• Enhance policy coherence for sustainable development; 

• Respect each country’s policy space and leadership to establish 

and implement policies for poverty eradication and sustainable 

development. 

Multi-stakeholder partnerships 

• Enhance the global partnership for sustainable development, com-

plemented by multi-stakeholder partnerships that mobilize and 

share knowledge, expertise, technology and financial resources, to 

support the achievement of the sustainable development goals in 

all countries, in particular developing countries; 

• Encourage and promote effective public, public-private and civil 

society partnerships, building on the experience and resourcing 

strategies of partnerships. 

Data, monitoring and accountability 

• By 2020, enhance capacity-building support to developing coun-

tries, including for least developed countries and small island de-

veloping States, to increase significantly the availability of high-

quality, timely and reliable data disaggregated by income, gender, 

age, race, ethnicity, migratory status, disability, geographic loca-

tion and other characteristics relevant in national contexts; 

• By 2030, build on existing initiatives to develop measurements of 

progress on sustainable development that complement gross do-

mestic product, and support statistical capacity-building in devel-

oping countries. 



 



 

 



 



 



“This document has been prepared for the European Commis-

sion however it reflects the views only of the authors, and the 

Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may 

be made of the information contained therein.” 

  

ALONE  

WE CAN DO  

SO LITTLE,  

TOGETHER  

WE CAN DO  

SO MUCH 






